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| I HAVE had ockiioli; more than once; to 
obſerve to you, in my addreſſes from this 


Is AIAEH, xxxvii. c. 28 and 29. v. 


4 


« But I know thy abode, and thy going out, and 4 


« thy coming in, and thy rage againſt me. 
18 Becauſe thy rage againſt me, and thy tumult 
* ic come "up into mine ears, therefore will U put 
< my hook into thy noſe, and my bridle in thy . 


“ lips, and I will turn _ back . 92 the away, 


by which thou om” e 


place, t that one of the £ great advantages we de- 
rive from the frequent and familiar ſtudy of 
the books of the Old Teſtament i is, that they 


unfold to us the ſyſtem of God's moral go- 
vernment, and let us, as it were, into the 
councils of che Moſt High, as be determines 
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the defiiny of the different nations of the 
earth, 5 5 


The heathen world had, by degrees, loſt 
all fight of the Supreme Ruler. As empires 
roſe or fell; as nations emerged from obſcu- 
rity, or ſunk into oblivion, the 2wifaom that is 
of this world, deviſed a ſyſtem of its own, in 
which, unconnected with any ſuperior influ- 
ence or controul, it ſearched for the cauſes of 


theſe endleſs viciſſitudes. 


It is true, that even in the darkeſt ages of 


the world, there appeared many diſtinguiſhed 
individuals, who having their reaſon leſs ob- 


ſcured by their vices, and who, conſulting in 


retirement and reflection, the native powers of 
the mind, and revolving the records and tra- 


ditions of early ages, were led to diſcover ſome 


faint rays of that original light, which God 

ak had communicated to man at his formation, 
and which continued to guide him during the 

— firſt ages of his exiſtence. But the higheſt 


diſcoveries of theſe contemplative obſervers 
ſerved only to darken and disfigure the Pro- 
vidence they acknowledged. The over-ruling 


\ Power, before which they bowed, was ſtill the 


CO" 


4 3 "= 
creature of the univerſal ignorance and cor- 
ruption. 


To the deſcendants of the Patriarch whom 
he had choſen to preſerve and perpetu- 
ate the belief of his name, God vouchſafed 
to communicate a different portion of know- 
ledge and more adequate diſcoveries of his 
proceedings with men. By an uninterrupted 
ſucceſſion of prophets and . inſpired teachers, 
he was pleaſed to reveal to them the progreſs 
of his Providence, both as it affected their 
own internal ſtate, and as it influenced their 
connexions with the other kingdoms, which 
they either ſubdued or obeyed. By theſe they 
were enabled to diſcover the great Mover both 
in the moral and material world, under all 
the appearances of ſecondary cauſes, and ſab- | 
ordinate agency. The whole ſyſtem of the 
divine ceconomy was open to them—the object 
and the means; the reward and the chaſtiſe- 
ment, the ſource of their victories and defeats, 
and the meaſure of their national grandeur 
or decay. They ſaw the ford. of the Lord, 
where others only ſaw the ſword of Gideon; 
and the conqueror, before whom others trem- 
bled, as ſatiating his vengeance, or as impelled 


o © 0a GA ec CIRS.. tis er... - 2 — — . 


r 
by his ambition, was to them the inſtrument | 
of the divine will, running the courſe pre- 
ſcribed to him by the divine appointment, or 


checked in his career when Me, Common | 
Was fulfilled. ah DOR. 8 5 4 


. 
© I 


Re of the moſt Fgnal of theſe revelations 
we find in the chapter before us, and in the 
correſponding chapters of the hiſtorical books. 
The ten tribes of Iſrael had heen c carried into 
final captivity, and the ſceptre of Judah was | 
in the hands of Hezekiah, the ſon of Ahaz. 
Hezekiah trod in the footſteps of the illuſ- 
trious founder of his houſe. He did that which 
20as right in the ſi ight of the Lord, according to all 
that his father David did. Not content with 
the exemplary Piety of his own life, he Was 
equally anxious to promote the national piety, 
and to revive the ſpirit of religion among the 
people over whom he reigned. The leading 
object of his government was to reform and 
fſanctify the prieſthood, to cleanſe and purify 


the Temple from the defilements of the former 
reign, to reſtore the appointed lacrifices which 
his father had diſcontinued, and to reclaim 
his ſubjects from the worſhip and the morals 
of their idolatrous neighbours. | But while 


he 


6 5129 


he was employed in theſe pious labours, he 


Lord being with him and he profpering whither-. 
' foever be went, Sennacherib, king of Aſſyria, 
with an, innumerable hoſt, ſuddenly invaded. 


his territories, and approached to lay ſiege to 


Jeruſalem. ' The pride, and the arrogance, and 
the preſumptuous boaſting of this blaſphemer 


of God, this avowed enemy of the name, the; 
Teraphe, and the worſhippers of the Moſt 
High, are ſtrongly delineated by the ſacred . 


writers. They repreſent him as aſſuming to 
himſelf an irreſiſtible power and controul over 
all that art or nature could oppoſe to the 
progreſs of his arms. In terms of immea- 
furable arrogance he enumerates his triumphs 
over all the tutelary deities of the different 
nations, through which he had held his deſo- 
lating courſe. He proceeds to a compariſon, 
of theſe deities with the God of Iſrael, whom he 
treats with equal contempt and ſcorn, exalting 
his voics againſt him, and li Hing up bis eyes on 
high. Who, ſays he, are they among all, ths 
Gods of the, countries, that have delivered their 
Country out of my hand, that the Lord ſhould 
deliver Aal a out ef my dende, 


With the Fi, lads —_ diſdain a ſcoffz | 


at thehopes which Hezekiah ſeemed to entertain 
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of being able to Jefend himſelf againſt his vie- 
torious armies. He treats his reſources with 
contempt. He vilifies the allies on whom be 
ſuppoſes him to rely: He arraigns his conduRt 
and the meaſures. of his government with 
reſpect to their public worſhip in the hearing 
of his ſubjects: He accuſes him to them of 
| deceiving them, and by falſe repreſentations 


deluding them to their ruin, and labours to 


hake their allegiance, on the one hand, by | 
inſidious proffers of advantage from their 
. making an agreement with him, and coming out to 
him, and then eating every man of bis own vine, 
and every one of his fig-tree, and on the other 
by threatening them, in caſe of reſiſtance, 
with all the extremities of ſufferings and 
miſery, which ſo many nations had already 
experienced from his eb and ſanguinaryx 
troops. 


Under theſe alarming circumſtances the 
| _ pious king was not wanting either to him- 
ſelf or his people. He relied on the God 
| whom he ſerved, and he was not deſerted by 
him; he relied on his ſubjects, whom he pro- 
tected and cheriſhed, and they did not forſake 
him. The people held their peace, and anſwered 
him not a word, for Phe king's commandment was, 
an/Her 


4 912 7. ) 
FRF him not a word. They united in unani- 
mous obedience to their beloved prince, and 
were as deaf to the invidious repreſentations 
and artful promiſes of their invader, as they 


were unawed by his n and e 


by his Nen | 5 
Hestia FE equally ſucceſsful. in his ap- 
- plication to the prophet of the Lord. To the 
repreſentations he ſent to make to him of the- 
great ſtraits. to which he was reduced, the: 
reproaches caſt upon him, and the blaſphemies, 
that had been uttered againſt God, Iſaiah ſends 
for anſwer, That which thou. haſt prayed againſt 
Sennacherib king of Aſſyria God has heard. This 
is the word that the. Lord hat ſpoken concerning 
bim: 7. be Virgin, the daughter of Sion hath dgfa 
piſed thee, and laughed thee to ſcorn. The daughs.. 
ter of Jeriſalem (hath ſhaken ber head at thee. 
He then recapitulates all the proud boaſtings 
of this enemy of God and of his people, and 
after enumerating the various nations he ſub« 
dued, he adds, Now ] have brought it to, paſs that 
thou ſhouldſt- be to lay 1wafte fenced cities into ruin 
ous heaps. This was the commiſſion I gave 
thee ; thou couldſt not have prevailed againſt. 
them, had I not permitted it for the execution 
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„ 
of my own. deſigns. Thy heart did * not 
think this. Thou didſt but indulge the 
ferociouſneſs of thy nature; thou waſt hur- * 


Tied on by thy devouring ambition - But 
thou wert in my hands but as the at in the 


hands of him that heweth therewith, or the 


rod in the hands of him hat lifteth it up. I ſuf- 
fered thy wicked and tyrannical attempts to 
proſper as long as they were inſtrumental to 
the ends and purpoſes of my providence. Bur 
it was my eternal decree, that when the: work 
allotted thee ſhould be accompliſhed, thou 
ſhouldſt, thyſelf, - be devoted to deſtruction, 
and chaſtiſed for the wickedneſs of thy inten- 


tions, and the oppreſſions and cruelties thou 


haſt inflicted on others. Therefore it was that 
the inhabitants of theſe cities were of ſmall 
power, Therefore it was that they were diſ- 
mayed and confounded, yielding to thy arms 
with ſuch little reſiſtance, and withering before 
thy approach as the graſs on the houſe tops, and 
as corn blaſted before it. be grown up. But I know 
thy abode, and thy. going out and thy coming in 
None of thy plans, none of thy deſigns, none 


of thy movements have, from the firſt, been 


concealed from me, I know thy rage againſt 


me The impious, and blaſphemous fury with 


which thou threateneſt to deſtroy my Temple, 


—ͤ̃ l— 
— — 
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and my worſhip, and all who believe; and truſt 1 
in me. All this thy rage and thy tumult. ir come | 
\ h into mine ears.” But I will put my hook in thy 
noſe, as a fiſher-man puts his hock into the noſe 


of the fiſh, which he plays and winds at will, 


country, by the auay by which. thou cameſt.: .. Thou" 


aud my bridle: in thy "lips, as the rider puts his 


curb into the mouth of a pampered and refrac- 


. tory horſe, and I pill turn thee back into\thine own. 


ſhalt net ſo much as come into this city Thou 


ſhalt. not even aſſault it, nor ſhoot an arrow. 


there, nor caſt a bank againſt it. For I will my⸗ 


ſelf defend this city to fave it. It ſhall be evident 


that its. deliverance will be my work alone, 


and that it is the zeal. of \ the Lord of Hoſts, chat 


ſhall do this for his own ſake, and for the conſo- 
lation and encouragement of all thoſe who ſtill 
hope in him, and ta vindicate his name againſt 


this proud blaſphemer. To this end 7 qua 


fend a blaſt upon him. The elements, the mi- 
niſters of my will, ſhall work out his 2 
tion. In the horror and diſmay into which 
he ſhall be plunged, the rumour which he Hall 
hear of a more formidable enemy advancing 
upon him, ſhall compleat the triumph of my 
People, and he ſhall return 221 ſhare of face 
to his own land. 
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5 the prophet foretold, and ſo it came to 
paſs. That very night, to continue the 
language of the Scriptures, the angel of the 
Lord went out and ſinote the camp of -the 
Hrian. A deadly blaſt, a peſtilential vapour, 
of the moſt noxious and mortal infection, 
deſcended upon them, and to this plague 
an hundred fourſcore and four thouſand men 
fell victims before the return of light. Fearful 
of à powerful enemy who was at the moment 
on his march to ſurpriſe him, Sennacherib 
inſtantly renounced all his hoſtile projects 
againſt Jeruſalem, and with the ſhattered re- 
mains of his army fled to his capitol, to meet 
bis death in the place, from which he had fo. 
lately departed in all the confidence of victory, 
and the inſolence of e ſucceſs. | 


[555 Kanon been n in relating the cir- 

cumſtances of this memorable tranfaction, as 
I was perſuaded that you would be forcibly 

ſtruck with ſeveral parts of it, and that you - 
would anticipate the application of them to 
thoſe. events that at preſent engroſs all our 
attention and all our thoughts. I know that 
in ſuck applications ſome are apt to indulge 
too unlicenſed and wild a fancy. They arro- 
_ gantly 


- 


h 


7 


| gantly obtrude Abe into the judgment : 
ſeat of God, and deal out the meaſure of the 


divine chaſtiſements to their enemies, and of 
the divine favor and protection to themſelves 
by an arbitrary wreſting of ſcriptural paſſages 
to their own prejudices and partialities, that 
has often brought much ſcandal and detriment 
to the cauſe of ſound religion, and true Che 
rianity, =» 


But wkile I condemn the error, or the fana- | 


ticiſm of ſuch men, I feel myſelf warranted to 


paſs an equal cenfure on thoſe over- refined 
and faſtidious perſons who are for rejecting all 
ſach interpretations - who, in open contradic- 
tion to the aſſertion of the Scriptures, that all 


theſe things were done as enſamples for us, on 
whom the ends of the world are come, ſee nothing 


in the application of ſach events, as I have 


ſelected for your inſtruction, to our own 
times, but the wanderings of fanaticiſm, or 


the dreams of ſuperſtition. Would they i In 
Gnuare, calling themſelves Chriſtians, that the 


arm that governed the world under the old 
diſpenſation, has been ſhortened under the 
new? He that planted the car has he ceaſed 


to hear ? and he that as the eye, hath he 
ceaſed 


— 


PIER. ( Yn a 
' ceaſed # ſee? Becauſe God is no longer ma- 
nifeſted to us, by occaſional . revelations, as 
riding on the wings of the wind, as directing 
the whirlwind, and ruling the ſtorm, are we 
to conclude that the winds no longer blow, 
and that the whirlwinds no longer roll. their 
errors at his command ? 


He has cloſed the book of Revelation. He 
has filled the earth with the fullneſs of his know- 
"edge by the miniſtry of his ever bleſſed Son; 
he, therefore, no longer raiſes up a ſucceſſion 
of inſpired teachers, ſuch as he ſent to a fif= 
necked' people, ever prone to idolatry, - but 
whom, for his future purpoſes of love to man, 
it was eſſential to keep in the belief of his 


name, and the dread of his power. But the 


magnificent ſcene, that was diſplayed to the 
Jews, whether by | ocular demonſtration, as 
in the pillar of a cloud and of fire in the wil- 
derneſs, and in the. thunderings . and lightnings 
on Mount Sinai, or by expreſs declarations and. 
diſcoveries, from perſons” inſpired for the'oc- 
caſion, as in ſo many of the principal events 
of their hiſtory this ſame magnificent ſcene 
ought to be equally. clear and manifeſt to the 
eye of faith, among thoſe who believe in Him 
1 not 


i 94-4 


not only by and i whom all Mhinge were made, 


: dor alſo id WY 97 a 7 gf 
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1 the whole des of thoſe events, 


that preceded his appearance upon earth, whe- 

'ther we contemplate them in the predictions 
of the prophets, while they yet exiſted only 1 in 
the councils of the Moſt High, or in the nar- 


rative of the hiſtorian, after they had come to 


paſs, we clearly trace the undeviating progreſs 


: the divine ſyſtem to that fullneſs of things, 
to which they were introductory, and which 


was perfected in his day. This our experience 
of the paſt, is our hope and our rule for the 


future. We have it as an anchor of the foul, 
both fare and edi. It makes us ſee 'all 

things according to-the pattern made in the Mount; 
ſo that while we behold the tide of human 


affairs, either rolling on in a tranquil and 
undiſturbed courſe, or vexed by thoſe tem- 
peſts and ſtorms that agitate and convulſe 
the public ſtate, we fill ſee the hand that 
was revealed to thoſe of bld, "as overthrow- 
ing in bis greatneſs thoſe' who 7 ſe up againſt bim, 


we ſtill diſcoyer the mercies f the Lord that 
are Jram everlaſting to everlgſting, and hrs righte- 
22 that i 1s unto children” s children. 
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| Theſe are the hopes, theſe are the feelings, 


ind this the perſuaſion of all who profeſs the 
faith of Jeſus Chriſt. Where that faith is 


PIR | univerſal, and lively, and active, the mind 


reſts in a ſtate of habitual conviction of the 
divine ſuperintendancy ; ; the heart is warm 
and grateful ; the will is ſubmiſſive and obe- 
dient; the practice and the morals correſpond 
with the inward ſentiment, and the miniſters 
of the-goſpel have only to rejoice over a pious 
and peaceable people who acknowledge that the 
Lord ragneth, and * be re the world righ- 


* teouſly.. 


| But if it be the lot of thoſe miniſters to be 
_ thrown on an age, when many have made, 
and many are daily making, /hipwreck of their 
Faith : If they be /ent to a people, degenerating, 
with rapid deſcent, from the religious ſpirit 
of their fathers, and pampered by a long ſuc- 


fon of quiet and proſperous days into a 
forgetfulneſs of all God's Providences: If 


they be reduced to watch the laſt ſpark of ex- 


piring faith, and with an anxiety, bordering 


on deſpair, to labour to prevent its final ex- 
tinction, then muſt they have recourſe, among 

other reſources of God's grace, to a diſplay of 
| | E 1 3 


the ſeverer judgments of God, of his mote 
awful diſpenſations. Then muſt they make 
'* their advantage of the periods, either of ſignal 
calamities, or ſignal deli verances. They muſt 


ſeize the momentary interruption of levity and 


thoughtleſineſs, and endeavour to fix and turn 
to profit the ſerious and ſolemn reflections, 
which ſuch periods neceſſarily raiſe in the 


mind, before they can evaporate into the habi- 


tual profaneneſs, or the habitual indifference 
to whatever is connected with religion, chat 
ſtamp the general character. Then is it their 
duty, while the people, they are to inſtruct, 
have not yet altogether ceaſed to believe in tlie 
ſacred records, to ſelect from them ſuch events, 
as, by bearing any analogy to the tranſactions 
of their own days, may place more ſenſibly 


- 


before them the influence, and agency of the 


ſupreme Being, and teach them to contemplate 


either his chaſtiſements or his mercies, in the 
great, and impreſſive ſcenes that are acting 


before . 


* 


ſuperſtition in making this uſe of the Holy 
Scriptures We are not authorized alone 


to do it; it is our bounden duty: and 


ſurely 
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furely my brethren, if ever you had a 


right to call upon us for the diſcharge of 
this duty, it is on the preſent day. What 


inhabitant of Europe, who has attentively 


conſidered that revolution that in a progreſs 
of ſeven years, has convulſed ſo many nati- 


ons of the earth, but muſt acknowledge that 
the arm.of ibe Lord was never more viſibly 
bared, than in the miſeries and ſufferings 
which that revolution has brought upon the 


human race? What inhabitant of this king- 
dom, that has ſo recently trembled at its ap- 


pProach to our own doors, but muſt acknow- 


ledge that the ſame arm was never more 


viſibly bared, than in our deliverance. 


I will not take up your time in deſcribing 


to you the enemy, that in all the inſolence 
of numbers, all the preſumptuouſneſs of na- 


tional vanity, heightened by unexampled ſuc- 
ceſs ; all the contempt of God and his holy 
religion, and all the hatred to his worſhip- 


pers, that characterized Sennacherib of old, 


threatened within theſe few days, ,to bring 


that deſolation upon our land, over which we 


have hitherto wept, as inflicted on other leſs 


| favoured nations, who were more immediately 


expoſed to their ravages. Among many other 


„ | ſignal 


. 


vs 


WY 
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ſignal mercies we owe this to our God; chat oe 
we have long learned to know our enemy 
from the ſufferings of others. Were I to at- 
tempt any more peculiar deſcription of them, 
and ſuch as would moſt become this place, I 
ſhould Yo it, by borrowing | the words of 
Ilaiah, in his prophetic allufions to the Aſſyrian 
king previous to his invaſion of Judah. 0 


Aſſyrian ! | the rod of mine anger. I will” ſend 
him againſt the people of my wrath, I will give 


bm a charge to take the ſport, and to take the Prey, 
and to tread them down' like the mire 97 the et. 


Therefore all hands ſhall be faint, and every man's 
heart ſhall melt, and they ſhall be afraid, — they ſhall 


be amazed one at another, —T he world ſhall be pu- 
5 niſhed for their evil -a man Hall be more precious 
than fine gold, even a man than the golden wedge 


| of > 04k 


a You ſee them, my beloved breed theſe 

rod. of God's anger—You ſee them, theſe 
ſcourges of the world in whoſe heart it is to cut 
f nations not a few, and whom God has mani- 
feſtly commiſſioned to puniſh the world for their _ 
evil. You ſee them, theſe inſtruments of the 


7 


divine vengeance, who after having firſt con- 


verted their own unhappy land into one gene- 
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8 ral confuſed ſcene of maſſacre, confiſcation, | 
1 plunder, and ſacri ilege, ruſhed like an over- 
| Whelming torrent into all the neighbouring 

ſtates; carried terror and diſmay and route 


95 vrherever they directed their deſolating courſe; 


-withered the hearts of the ſtouteſt and moſt 


warlike inhabitants of Europe, as the graſs on 


- the houſe tops ; filled them with amazement, 


one, at another ; and in the courſe of a few diſ- 


aſtrous campaigns thinned the human race to 
a degree of extermination, unexampled fince 
- Chriſtianity firſt ſoftened the horrors of war, 

and infuſed a ſpirit of e into >the ſei- 


ence of deſtruction. 


We of theſe iſlands have borne our pro- 


portion in theſe ravages, But we have borne it 


rather in their diſtant effects and conſequences, 
than in any nearer feeling of their bitterneſs 


and woe. They reached not our habitations. 


Theſe, indeed, were often menaced, but ſuch 
menaces we deſpiſed. Surrounded by our 
ſeas, as Zion was incloſed by her conſecrated 


walls, and ſecure in the protection of our tri- 
umphant fleets, we conſidered ourſelves as ſafe 


as in the munition of rocks, and. ſuppoſed. our 
internal peace to be as firm and as ſecure, as 
8 „ the 


s 
' 
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the foundations on which our iſland reſted. 
One week of terror and Alarm has convinced us 


of the vanity of all chat we relied on. One 
week of terror and alarm has convinced us 


that wnle/s the Lord beeps the city, the watchman 


wwaketh in vain. - The hings of the earth, ſays the 


prophet Jeremiah, and the inhabitants of" the 
world never would have believed that the adves/ary 
and the enemy would have entered the gates of 


Jeruſalem. We were equally confident, and 


the world thought with us, that the adverſary 
and the enemy never could have hoped to elude | 
our fleets, and inſult our coaſt. But the i ins 
credible leſſon has been taught to ourſelves 
and to the world, that as the adverſary and 
the enemy, under the commiſſion of the Moſt | 
High, and to execute his purpoſe, did enter the 
gates of Jeruſalem, ſo our adverſaryand our ene- 


my have ſucceeded in eluding our fleets and in- 


ſulting our coaſt. Our faff aud ours ſtaꝝ were with- 
drawn from us. The danger was brought home 
to our doors, to be averted only by our own re- 
ſources. The alarm of each was in proportion 
to his former confidence; and rouſed from that 


unaccountable indifference hin not only 
; C 2 . l 


„ 0) 

blinded them to the danger, but made them 
laugh at and ridicule thoſe whoſe prudence 
and obſervation led them to forſee it in all its 
extent, and to labour to prepare for it, many 

felt their hearts failing them for fear, and for 
 - looking for thoſe things which were coming on the _ 
land. All, who were not too frivolous to think 
on any thing ſerious, or too profane and in- 
credulous to entertain any idea of religion or of 
God felt this—Their wives and their children, 
their lives and their liberties, their public rights 
and their private properties, their conſciences and 
their religion, all that they valued as men and 
as Chriſtians they ſaw expoſed to the impend- 
ing ſtorm. We exerted ourſelves, it is true, 
with a ſpirit becoming the beſt of times— 
Whatever unanimity, whatever concord, what- 
ever a ſenſe of common difficulties and a de- 
termination to. ſtand or fall together in a com- 
mon cauſe, could deviſe or undertake, was 
cheerfully adopted and ſpiritedly diſplayed. All 
the energies of the nation were bringing for- 
ward; and if there were any who: would di- 
miniſh or check theſe energies, they were com- 
pelled to maſk their hearts, and hide their 
heads. What the event might have been, the 
wonderful and unaccountable tranſactions of 
5 this 
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this unexampled war render it impoſſible for 
human intellect to calculate or foreſee But a 


| higher Power was at work for us. An arm 


ſtronger than that of. fle 2 was ſtretched out in 


our defence, and in the quarter where we 
looked in vain for human help, the Almighty, 
by ns own act, a out our deliverance. 


| We 5 locked up eo dt; and cent upon 
; his Name, thought, for the moment, that he x 
had, at length, determined to viſit the offences 


of this people with the rod, and their ſint with 


ſcourges, We thought we ſfaw thoſe judgments . 
which we had ſo lang lifted up our voices in vain, 


to point out to you, deſcending upon the land. 


Hut he who is floww to anger and plenteous in. mercy, 
ſoon gave us to hope that he would reſtrain the 


remainder of his wrath, and that hit loving kind- 


neſs hath not been utterly taken from us. That 


which we prayed againſt our cruel and impla- 


cable enemies he deigned to hear. He ſent a blaſt | 
upon them. They ſaid, we will purſue, we will. | 
| divide the ſpoil, we will draw. our fewords, and 
our hands ſhall dgſtroy them. But the Lord blew 


with his wind, as againſt Pharaoh and his hoſt, 
and the ſea covered them, and they. ſunk as lead iu 
the mighty waters, With all their high boaſt. 
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ings and menaces they came not into our cities, nor 
ſhot an arrow, nor cdſt a bank againſt them. Their 
| ſhips,” loaded with deſtruction, touched not 
our ſhores, except to ſplit upon them.—Not a 
man of their ſavage banditti collected by the 
hope of plunder and rapine from all that was 
moſt ferocious, deſperate and ungovernable in 
their armies, or dragged from dungeons and 


condemned holes, where they had been thrown * 


for crimes, which even their rulers called 
atrocious, (and what muſt thoſe crimes have 
been which even they admitted to be atro- 


cious) not a man of them ever ſet foot upon 5 
our land unleſs thrown upon it by ſhipwreck, 
or as priſoners to our gallant ſeamen.— They 


came to cut us off from being a nation They came, 


as they came to all the countries whom they , 


have ſubdued and fraternized, to take to them- 
 folves. the houſes of God in pofſefſion, to overturn. 


„ 


his altars, to pollute or pull down his temples, . 


to maſſacre his miniſters, to aboliſh his faith. 


But God, as it is added by the pſalmiſt, made 
them like Aubble before the wind—he perſecuted. 
them with his tempeſt, and made them afraid with 


bis florm, and filled their faces with ſhame. And 


thus his right hand alone became glorious in Hoden 
aud ws right alone daſhed in pieces our enemies. 


Thus 


(-'2F .;) 
Thus, then, my brethren, we have ſeen 
the danger; and the deliverance. The threa- 


tened chaſtiſement, and the intervenifig mer- 


cy. Our own part comes next—A moſt 
important part. We are to cbnſider the diſ- 
politions with which we received, firſt, the 


_ threatenings of God's wrath, and, next, the 


_ manifeſtations. of his protection and, then, 


we are to conſider how far we may have to - 
dread a repetition of the one, or be entitled 2 


to . . a continuance * ths other. | 


Among Wisi chat retain the leaſt ſetiſe 
: of God, or of his Providence, the niform 
effect of impending national danger, and na- 
tional calamity is to make them turn thr 


Diſpoſer of all human events. In the moſt 
degenerate ſtate of the Jews, previous to their 


final extinction, we find them humbling them 
ſelves in the hour of trouble and diſtreſs, and 
invoking that name, which they had forgotten 


in their proſperity. © 0 Go, thou haft tiff ui 77 
« and ſedttered us. Thoi haſt, alſo, been difpleaſed. 
« O turn thee unto us again Thou haft moved 
«* the land and divided it, heal the breaches thereof, 


for it . i” Such was the, . of 
their 
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thats repentance, when they trembled at the ap- 
proach of calamities, and ſuch, it might be ſup- 
fed, would, neceſſarily, be the language of all, 
Who, like them, believe in the name of the liv- 
ing God, and contemplate his judgments, while 
they are abroad upon the earth. Was this our 

language, in the hour of our alarm? There is not 
a human reſource to which we did not turn our 
thoughts All was loyalty, all zeal, all exertion, 
| all\ mutual encouragement and co-operation. | 
Our ſtreets were filled with buſy crouds, and 

our place of public meeting with all that was 

molt reſpectable and wiſe, and active amongſt 
us. All this was right—lIt was an encourag- 
ing, an animating, an elevating ſpectacle. 
But what ſpectacle did our churches exhibit 
on the day ſet apart for the worſhip of our 
God ? Where were the crouds that came to 
enguire of the Lord in his temple ? to pour out their 
complaints before him, and to ſhew bim of their 
trouble? What voice was heard in the ſanctu- 
ary, except the ſolitary and flighted voice of 
the miniſter of religion, lamenting the blind- 
neſs and infatuation to which he was a melan- 
choly witneſs, and joined by a few of the 
middling and lower ranks, who have not yet 
forgot their God? Where were they, who 


taking 


9 8 N 
taking up arms in defence of religion againſt 
infidelity, ought to look, to the Lord as their. 
Arength and their ſhield, and, with David, to come 
into his houſe in the multitude of; his. mercies, and 
. worſhip in his fear towards | his holy temple? 
Where were they, who having the greateſt 
ſtake, had the moſt to fear, and the moſt to 
ſupplicate for from him, in whoſe hands Was 
their deſtiny, and who was at that moment 
fighting their battles for them? Neyer could 
the miniſter of religion know ſo mortifying, 
ſo diſpiriting, ſo terrifying a moment. Never 
could he have ſuch cauſe to tremble. for the 
Poſe: en whom he lived. 

. 99818 my . was feng more extra- 
ordinary, (as the manifeſtation of the ſame 
ſpirit, on any occaſion, in this our day, muſt, 
be the more extraordinary) as there is not a 
man, with whom we converſe, but acknow-: 
| ledges that all the miſeries and calamities with 
which we were threatened, have originated in 
a contempt of God, in an apoſtacy from the 
faith of Jeſus Chriſt, in the abolition of all the 
abſervances of his religion, and the diſſolutionof | 
all the ties and obligations by which it ſo inti- 
mately. bound mankind to the great moral go—- 

vernor 


< « 
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vernor of the world, and in him to one | 
another. 


q” Ir ane be waſte of time to enter into 
the proofs of this melancholy fact. Who can 
be ſo ignorant of the tranſactions of theſe diſ- 
aſtrous days, as to require to be told chat it is 
in a ſpirit of infidelity and irreligion, ferment- 
ing among ſome political abuſes, in no way 
duiffering from the cauſes of civil revolutions in 
ſo many other modern ſtates, that we are to 
look for what ſtamps a character of ſuch pe- 
culiar horror and atrocity on the revolution in 
France? It was this ſpirit that in all the 
fury of the wildeſt fanaticiſm, availed itſelf of 
a precipitate and ill conducted attempt to cor- 
rect che abuſes of government, for the inter- 
mixture of its own principles, and affecting to 
ſecure the happineſs of mankind, by reſtoring 
them to the poſſeſſion and enjoyment of their 
natural rights, let looſe upon ſociety all the 
- ſavage and brutal exceſſes, and all the barba- 
rities, from which the civilization of ages, 
aided by the mild, meek and humane genius of 
_ Chriſtianity, had reſcued Europe. 


The contagion took its riſe among the 
higher claſſes of life. From theſe it gradually 
deſcended 


N 
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deſtended is the lower orders. "There, as it 
met with a ſtronger tendency to corruption, 
and matter more fitted and prepared to imbibe 
its moſt peſtilential influence, it contracted 


additional virulence, and a double portion of 


noxiouſneſs and mortal infection. Its firſt 


effect was to reaſcend to the ſphere, where it 3 


had. originated. There it concentered all its 
plagues over the heads of the princes, and ru- 
lers, the nobles, and prelates, and the great 
proprietors of the land. By degrees it extend 

ed che circle of their ravages. All, who either 
from inheritance or the acquiſitions of in- 


_ duftry, poſſeſſed wealth, or affluence: or com- 


petency ; all who enjoyed the ſaperfluities, the 


comforts, the conveniencies, which others 
| _ could envy, or deſire, or wreſt from them, be- 
came its immediate victims. Like death and 
the grave it levelled all diſtinctions, it con- 
founded all ranks—All ſubordination,” all or. 


der, all right, preſcription and poſſeſſion were 
trampled on and cancelled, as fo many in- 


fringements on the freedom and fo many 


uſurpations on the equality, which were the 
birth- right of all. At length, it thrned, a8 ir 


were, on itſelf, and arming the ſavages which 
it had formed, againſt each other, it made its 
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firſt inſtruments, and thoſe who had acted the 


moſt enthuſiaſtic part in ſcattering its terrors 


through the earth, the moſt: 2 8 5 victims of 


its eee Raue 


Such have pen che ede conſequences of 
this unexampled confederacy between irreli- 
gion, and anarchy, and ſuch the awful leſſon. 
which theſe ſcourges of the world have read to 


us. What muſt be our infatuation ? What our E 


inſenſibility and torpor if we neglect to profit 
by the awful warning? What have we not to 
dread from the certainty and conviction, which 
all muſt feel, that the ſame. cauſes muſt pro- 


duce the ſame effects, wherever the people 


have the ſame paſſions to be worked upon, 
the ſame headſtrong and reſtleſs deſires to be 
ſtimulated by temptation and artifice, and 
moved by example; wherever there is the 
ſame righteous God to rule, whoſe moral go- 
vernment is concerned in awing and chaſtiſing, 
that by awing and caſting, he OT e | 
reform and redeem ? | 


In the ſociety to which we'hold, let us be- 
gin to hope for better things. -Although we 
may have dighted the awful e which 


have 


e 

have been ſo long held out to us; although 
we may have carried our rnferkbility to the 
divine agency, and our forgetfulneſs to the 

Judge of the earth to the very hour when his 
vengeance was ready to burſt on our heads; 
yet what I ſee this day, the attendance ad 

the complexion of this crowded congregation, 
warrahts' me to hope, that we ſhall not be in- 
ſenſible to his mercies, or forgetful of the de- 
liverance, which, for the preſent, at ald he 
has e wrought 3 in our r odd 
-Thankful FU / Sig Sea) and ever 

bearing it in remembrance, it will, it muſt be 
the care and the ſtudy of every individual of 
us to give that bent and direction to our ac- 
knowledgments, that may induce our God to 
turn away the remainder of his wrath, and to fini/h 
what he has in ſuch mercy begun. So great is the 
work he has already done in our favor that 
even without any other ſo ſignal an inſtance 

of his divine interference, we have in the uſual 
means of his Providence, and the ordinary 
courſe of things, much to encourage and ani- 
mate us. The ſecret of our enemy has been 
diſcloſed. The object of that expedition that 
was planned ſo deeply in concealment, and 
0 
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17 W was to aſtoniſh Europe, is divulged i} 
8 known. We can be no longer taken by ſur- 
| priſe... Even if Providence ſhould continue to | 
make this its own excluſive work, and to per- 
| mit the greater proportion of this formidable 
armament to eſcape our fleets, and regain 
their ports, yet we have time and opportunity 
to prepare for them, ſhould chey be inſolent 
and frantic enough to renew the” attempt. 
They will return under very different auſpices. 
We have no longer the ſame doubts, a and appre- | 
- henfions, and fears to clog our exertions, or to wh 
damp the high expectations which it was na- 
tural for us to form from our ſpirit and our 
reſources, were they united and entire. We 
now know each other, We know that the arts 
—_ ' either of internal or external enemies, have not 
s - been able to ſhake the loyalty of the great body 
| of the people, to alienate their affections from 
\_ their beloved ſovereign, to weaken their attach- 
jt ment to his illuſtrious houſe, or to prejudice « | 
them againſt the conſtitution, for the protec- 
tion and eternal ſupport of which that illuſtri- 
ous houſe was called to the throne. The peo- 
le held their peace and anfapered them not a word; | 
for the king's commandment was, hing, anſwer | 5 
er not. \ . 
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 liry. It is evident chat they underſtood lite- 
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1 was from a contrary. e chat our 
inſol Ye and perfidious enemy formed the 
daring plan of reducing us under the ſame 
ignominious and galling yoke which they 
have impoſed on the diſaffected Brabanters, | 
the divided Dutchmen, and thoſe degenerate _ 
and enervated provinces of Italy that have been 
driven to, fraternize, becauſe they had not cou- 
rage to reſiſt. It is evident chat, without-this 


expectation they never would have dared, even 


with all cheir arrogant confidence in themſelves, 
and their contempt of every other people, to 
invade, with fo inadequate a force, a high 
ſpirited and warlike nation, backed by that 
power which has- at all times chaſtiſed, and 
deans the aſpiring attempts at univerſal em- 
Pare, as as Well in -MOnAReyIcel, as, republican 


Sad to the traiterous ae, as well 
of criminal fugitives, who have been driven 
from our coaſts by. the terrors of the law, as 
of thoſe, who, more odiouſly criminal, becauſe 
ſtill under the protection of the law, conſpire 


to ſubvert that conſtitution and that govern- 
ment that have foſtered them into daily en- 


creaſing wealth, and uninterrupted tranquil- 


rally _ 
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5 rally 7 ene catered chard Ys: ie griey- 


ances and oppreſſions which forms the common 
topic f declamation to all who oppoſe the 
government in which they have no part, and 
who, too often overlook their country in their 


reſentments. It is evident that they miſtook 
the diſturbed and malignant ſpirit of * a few 
reſtleſs agitators, for the ſpirit of a very great 
deſcription of our inhabitants'whaſe ſentiments 
theſe agitators pretended to ſpeak, and whoſe feel. 
angs they pretended to enforce, while they only 


laboured to gratify their own miſerable ambi- 
tion, and looked to confuſion, becauſe ws had 
n excluded a power.” ENT | 


1 17 f 2 


Thus deceived, and thus miſled, our im- 
placable enemy perſuaded himſelf that he 


ſhould find one deſcription of our people ſulky, 


diſcontented, ready for mutiny, even in the 


pay of our ſovereign ; that another was in 
open, actual rebellion, and that the firſt ap- 
pearance of their fleet off our coaſts would be 

i ot the 


lt is evident that thoſe perſons only are meant, -who 
calling themſelves Roman Catholics, have intimately 


connected themſelves with the United Iriſhmen, and are | 
known to be the moſt active and dangerous amongſt | | 


them, 


\ « 
i 
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the Gehe of union between the two, OY 
the introduction to an eaſy and bloadleſs ſur- 


render of the country and the government to 
T theſe Deliverers of Europe! With ſuch 
confidence were theſe things aſſerted by the 
agitators whom 1 have already alluded to, and 
ſo actively and unremittingly were the factors 
of anarchy and ſedition at work amongſt us, that 
. the beſt informed; and they who thought they 
knew beſt the temper, diſpoſitions and. principles 
of one of thoſe great bodies of men, ſcarce dared 
.to form a judgment on the momentous event. 


— 


A . 


Theb bes ewe of cls attempt of our ene 
mies has been to undeceive them, and their 


emiſſaries, and all Europe, and to remove all 
doubts, uneaſineſs, and diſtruſt from the heart 


of every; loyal. ſubject in the kingdom. This 
is, in itſelf, a tower of ſtrength. Next to the 


arm of our God it is our ſtay and ſupport. 
Beyond all national reſources, beyond the 
number and ſtrength of fleets and armies, is 
this unbounded confidence, and this firm re- 


liance on each other, for which we cannot fail 


do expreſs our gratitude before the throne of 


grace, while we are recognizing the other mer- 


cies and. bleſſings we have received from our 


Oo = Ei 
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| have been made by a liberal, enhightened 


e and as fr ie dur Wee! 


Bleffing, fo let us cheriſh it with unteaſing care 
tid aſſiduity. When we faw the danger ap- 
proach we inſtantly, and, as if by inſtinct, 
mixed together. The one were net more ready 


to advance chan the other to meet. We con- 


verſed, we confulted, and we found that we 
Were of one rind and one heart. Whit hap- 
pened in our ſociety happefletl in every part 


of the kingdom. May che friendly intereourſe 
never again be interrupted, nor the brotherly 


and Chriſtian ſpirit be ever again ſuffered to 


depart from àmonigſt us! May we ever con- 
timue to think nd act together us men who 
Have to oppoſe the cortithon enemy ef that holy 


One, the great and leading principles of whoſe 


religion we all pfofefs, as we all venerate and 
inculcate the morals it teaches ; the common 


ehenty of chat king whom we all Tove, and ef 
tllat conſtitution in the great bleſſings and ad- 
vatitages of which we all participate! May the 
inſidious and the defigning be no longer liſten- 


ed to, who, to forward thier? private views ef 


ambition and promote theif private intereſts, 
would leflen the value of the conceſſi ons that 


and 


Can ET 
and juſt legiſlature, the rights and franchiſes, 
and privileges that have been thrown open to 
all, that they may irritate and inflame the 
public mind on points that yet remain to be 
ceded, in which none but a few could ſhare, 
and from which the great body of thoſe, for 
whom they affect ſuch zeal, could hope to de- 
rive no one additional bleſſing, or advantage. 
| Thus the expectations of thoſe, who look only 

10 anarchy and confuſion, that they may have 
a chance of directing the ſtorm to their pwn 
purpoſes, . ſhall be fruſtrated, and the wiſhes 
of all the honeſt, the virtuous, and the induſ 
crigus ſhall be fulfilled. Thus candor and mo- 
dieration ſhall, on both ſides, take the place of 

violence; confidence {hall facceed to diſtruſt; 
duiveſted of all anger and reſentment, men 
will have the leifure and the facility to 


ee that, where there is an unity of intereſts ſe- 


- Cured, and an equal participation in the com- 
mon ſtock of the public good provided for all, 
the only remaining object ſhould be to pro- 
mote and enjoy thoſe intereſts and that good. 

Let che reſt be left to our God. He in his own | 
good time, wall accompliſh his own work, and 
unite in the land of peace, thoſe whom he ſhall 
ee united in his fpirit,and: in righteouſneſs of life. 
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And let not the undiſcerning, or the ſuper- 


ficial think that the mention of theſe things is 
unbefitting the occaſion, or that theſe wiſhes, 


and theſe forebodings are miſplaced in the 


mouth of the miniſter of God. What ſpectacle 


can be more pleaſing 1 in the eyes of the Father 
of all, than a nation thus united together on 
the great principles of that religion which he 
has · deli vered to us as the ſureſt ſource of pri- 


vate and public happineſs, -and for the pre- 


ſervation. and maintenance of that order and 
regularity in which he has provided that the 
well being of ſociety ſhould conſiſt, but which 
che licentious paſſions, and unreftrained defires 
of irreligious and profane men, make it a fun- 
damental point of their ſyſtem to deſtroy. Can 


there be on earth a fitter object for his righte- po 
ous Providence to protect and cheriſh than a 


people forgetting all ancient animoſities, and 


diveſting themſelves of their moſt rooted and 


inveterate prejudices, to rally round the ſtand- 


-ards of religion and of ſocial order, to main- 


tain the faith and the influence of Chriſtianity 
againſt the impious deſign of reſtoring - the 


worſhip and the morals of Paganiſm; to ſup- 


port liberty againſt licentiouſneſs, and law and 


right * violence and miſrule? They 


know 


6 0 05 


Ea but little of the pinie of Chriſtianity, 
who do not feel that God muſt delight in ſuch, 
a people. He cannot be a diſciple of Chriſt 
who would not rejoice in ſuch a ſpectacle, or 
| be forward to OY in OS a 83 d 


% 


305 diſpourßog to you on theſe i important i 
ſubjects, important if any ſubject ever was ſo, 
1 find it difficult to exclude the reflections 
that crowd in upon my mind, on every fide. 
But I have already taken up a great deal of 
your time, and I haſten to diſmiſs you with a 
few, reflections which I truſt you will ſuffer 
to fink 8 into Jour: ind. J WY 
The nature of God's Finder the. con- 
Sieutian of things, the expreſs, word of God, 
and what muſt be of irreſiſtable force to.'0ur; _ 
particular conviction, the living example of 
our own day, all ſhew that, as religion is eſ- 
ſential to the well being of ſociety, ſo a ſpirit 
of irreligion, and prophaneneſs, | mulſt be the 
moſt terrible ſcourge of the human, race. 
While the Chriſtian world, under the ſettled. | 
influence of che goſpel of its pacific/teache$ —_ | 
ſaw. not only the horr ors off foreign war. 


bat even che Will deeper horrors of civil diſſen- 
| : tions, 


— 86 
tions, reſtrained within certain rules and 
conventions of humanity— When, notwith- 
ſtanding that the paſſions of men ſtill tranſ- 


ported them, occafionally, into violences and 


exceſſes deſtructive of the peace and happineſs. 
of individuals, it had caſt its roots deep in 
a ſtate of ſociety, ſoftened and civilized into 
all that could ſecure the public enjoyment 
and the general tranquillity.— Thus fituated 


and thus favoured of God, the Chriſtian 
world could form no other picture of the 
- barbarous and favage ſcenes which could 
deſolate the face of the earth under a dif- 


ferent ſyſtem of things, but fuch as was to 
be found on tlie page of the hiſtorian, or in 
the narrative of the diſcoverer. In its very 
centre ; in the midſt of the moſt tranquil of 
its days ; when all its principal powers had 
laid the foundations of a - laſting peace, 


and the greateſt: and wiſeſt of its politicians 


were ſpeculating on a more than uſual conti- 
nuance of general tranquillity, and univerſal 
amity, there burſt forth at once, with the 
rapidity and rage of a Whirlwind, cenvulſing 
the whole civil, moral and reli gious world, a 

nation of men, abrogating all the principles, 
and diſclaiming all the ſentiments of Chriſtia- 


nity, 


| ( 39 1 
nity, _ making thei boaſt. to an, in 


its place a different ſyſtem of things. Lon 
need not be told the refult. The Chriſtian. 


world has. beheld—the Chriſtian world has felt 
in its blged,. and in its ſuffering, what man, 
muſt be to man, when the belief af a future 


life, and the ſuperintendency of an all wiſe and 


juſt Ruler of the world, the rewarder of right 


Redeemer, and the influence of his ſpirit, and 
of his dectrines are no longer ſuffered to check 


the patlions, regulate che deſires, and reſtrain 


the will of ſuch fallen and degenerate creatures 
as we became by ſin. What, then, thould be 


_ the natural conſequence of this fearful diſcg 


very? Could we conceive it to be poſſihle that 
it ſhould not at leaſt awaken thoſe, who have 


nat as yet apenly profeſfed themſelves apoſtates 


to infidelity and to the new ſyſtem, and. wha, 
at worſt, are only lakewarm, and careleſs and 
indifferent to the religion of , their; fathers 
could we conceive it to be poſſible that it ſhould 
2 awaken gf into a ſenſe of their ſicuation? 

Is it poſſible that it ſhould not open their eyes 
to the folly and to the danger of their conduct: 
That it ſhould not diſcover to them the miſchief 


and the n bringing en th 
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and. the avenger of wrong, and faith in 4 
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ſtimulate and impel them as for their lives, 
to make ſome amends for the paſt, and coun- 
teract che fatal example they have ſo . long ſer 
to the Society in which all their worldly bleſs- 
ings and enjoyments are incircled? With all 
theſe warnings and documents before their 
eyes; with a cloud of teſtimonies and - evi- 
dences as impreſſive, and as convineing;- as if 


the Almighty himſelf had ſpoken to them in 
the face of the world diſtinguiſhed and marked 
by that/forgetfalneſs of God, thoſe violations 
of his commandments, that irreverence to his 
his ordinances, which they ſee from living 
all its horrors, and bring on them the ſame 


effects of the divine vengeance that have fallen 
ſo wid ly. on the * of 8 abi minations.” 


1 preſent to all, who are. united with them in 


. ſource of che maſt melancholy reflec- 
| tions, 


EY 


ſelves, their conhexions and doperalenties, and 


the heavens had opened over their heads, and 


thunder, can they ſtill exhibit themſelves in 


worſhip, and! that contempt and negléct of 


proof muſt at length lead them to atheiſin and 


Sad nd dliſpiriting' 18 the. Cieucle We re- 


the; ſame, Society, and who love God, and 
_ dread his judgments. To all ſuch it muſt 


s (4 ) 


don, to ſee Sanb 0d and old age, thoſe: ws: 


are advanced on the ſtage of life, as well as 
thoſe who are deſcending from it, and hang< 
ing their grey hairs over the "pe. of che 
grave, live thus in avowed contempt, "or 


thoughtleſs neglect of what ought to be the 


ornament and. guide of riper years, and the | 
ſupport and ſolace, as well in poſſeſſion as 


in proſpect, of declining days. But ſtill more 


melancholy muſt be the reflections of ſuch | 


minds, when they who are juſt entering, into 
| life,: the hope and expectation of ſucceeding EA 
times, follow the fatal example. that 1s. daily : 


before their eyes, and tread in the ſteps that 
are leading their fathers to ruin. This is 
cutting up the public; happineſs i in the bud; 


This is blaſting all the hopes which good, SI 


may entertain of a better order things, 


ſucceeding to the pr reſent diſaſters, ad cala- 
mities, and of a new age of, piety and reli- 
gion, and order and peace, taking place of 


that infidelity, prophaneneſs and anarchy chat 
rener and ſadden our own days. g 


0 that each of us for himſelf would but 
contribute his part to avert this fatal cala- 


mity! That We might ſay that this guilt is 


not 


LR. 


i A 
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not ours, that we and our poſterity might. - 


net have. to dread. 0 our wy involyed in the 
punuihment. 

Le young men who hear me, TY 
are capable of forming your own judg- 
ments and opinions, and of regulating your 
own conduct, you I peculiarly exhort to 


weigh with the earneſtneſs and impartiality 
which ſuch a ſubject requires, what I have 


laid before you this day And may God 
cnable you to form your deciſion, and 


take your part as in a matter on which all | 


Jour happineſs here and hereafter has 6 85 


Are you of a rank and bascitbn in life 
to have dependants and connexions, who may 
be influenced by your opinions, and biaffed 
by your conduct? Never loſe fight of the 
example of thoſe of your own deſcription in 


| France. Never forget how fatally their con- 


tempt of God and their rejection of the faith 
of his Son, their violation of his Sabbachs, 


heir neglect of the ſervice and ordinances 


of his religion have recoiled upon themſelves, 
They made impiety the faſhion, and it was 
followed. You ſee to what theſe faſhions 
lead. Take warning from their bitter expe- 
rience. Surely in vain the net is ſpread in the 


- A 
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Ab. 97 the: bird. When the evil is ſo mani 
feſtly expoſad to you can it require much 
reaſoning, much firmneſs or refolution to 
reſolve. to avoid it. Ibu are. ſurrounded. by 
temptations, I own; but do not ſaffer your- 
' ſelves to be ſeduced or laughed out of the 
good reſolutions with which God: may this: 
day inſpire you on this important ſubject. 
Do not facrifice your religion, your morals, 
your peace' With God; and with your own 
conſciences, your well-being in this life, and 
your hopes for hereafter, to the folly of fools, 
33 and frivolouſneſs of the idle, 
and the trifling among your companions, or 
to the prophaneneſs and pit of the diſ- 
eee eee n N 


Dia you AVE in che humbler at of life? 
1 is here that you muſt exert the indepens 
dence. of virtue and the ſpirit of Chriſtian 
een Seorn to be the ſer vile olle wem of 


8 do ſhew 10 they hone ſet Wee b 
above their God, and that they deſpiſe the | 
ſervice! of their Redeemer, Follow not the 
example of thoſe, who cannot ſereen you in 
| the days of God's dreadful viſitations, or Pro- 


tect 7 from che evils which they ſhall be 
themſelves 


„„ 
themſelves the firſt to ſuffer. Do you alſo, 
recollect, and have ever before your eyes, the 
fate of thoſe of your own level in France. 
They heard the impious ſcoffs, the infidel Wits 
 ticiſms, the blaſphemous ridicule ;; they wit 
neſſed the neglect, the contempt, the propha- 
nation of all that they had been taught and 
accuſtomed to conſider as moſt ſacred and bind- 
ing. The ſeduction came recommended by 
all that gives weight, or authority or infſuenſe 
in this world, and they had to chuſe between 
theſe, and the Miniſters of the Goſpel who We TS 
condemned, and warned, and exhorted, as we 2 
' condemn, and warn and exhort. But the one 
reſtrained, the other / favored : whatever was 
moſt vicious, and craving and reſtleſs in cheir 
nature, and the fatal choice was made. They 
began, indeed, by being the ſcourgers and 
puniſhers of their ſeducers, but they ended 
by involving themſelves in the terrible effects 
of their apoſtacy, and by bearing their full „ 
proportion in all the miſeries and calamities 
brought upon their land by the new opinions 
and doctrines to which they ſacrificed the 
: faith of their fathers, and the quiet and peace- 
able tenor of their conduct during the happy 
days, which, under the influence of that Goſs _-s/ 


bel _ had once known. | : 
Parents, 


\ 


*. 
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parents, who hear me, on you alſo I call 
wh moſt particular. earneſtneſs. By all that 
you owe to yourſelves, 'or to your children; 


by the regard you profeſs for thoſe to whom 


you have given being; by your reſponſibility 
to the univerſal Parent for the principles you 


inſtil into them, and the example you ſet be- 


fore their eyes; by the future deſtiny of their 
deſcendants, neceſſarily included in their own 
by all theſe conſiderations, ' that muſt: be 
dear to your hearts, until, like thoſe, vyhöſe 
approach you lately dreaded, you ceaſe” to be 
men, I call upon vou, as many as may” be 

arrai igned by your conſciences on this point, 


that you begin from henceforth to ſhew that 


you are not callous to all God's providences 
towards you. Fearing the Almighty your- 
ſelves, humbling yourſelves under his chaſ- 
tiſements, and grateful for his mercies, be not 
aſhamed to ſeem to condemn your paſt miſe 


conduct by a change of life. Cultivate that 


religion, in the fight of your children, which 
they have hitherto ſeen you neglect: impreſs 
upon their young minds thoſe maxims of 
Chriſtian belief and Chriſtian deportment 
which "ay have hitherto ſeen you” Might: 


re ve- 
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„ 
revefence that Name, which they have never 
yet heard you pronounce but with levity or 
blaſphemy: lead them to the congregation of 

d's people, and the aſſeinbling together of the 
faithful, from which you have hitherto with- 
drawn them by the force of your example, or 


ſultered chem to abſent themſelves by a moſt 


* indifference and guilty iĩnattention. 
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Magiſtrates, ye to whom is entruſted | the 


| execution of the laws, and the preſerva- 
tion of che public peace, yours, too, is a moſt 
1 eſſential and decifive part, in. awakening that 
Fpirit which the times demand. It was in 
ſuch times times of ſignal calamities and as 


ſignal deliverances—that the pſalmiſt ſo ener- 
getically addreſſed himſelf to all. to whom 


power, and the diſtribution of juſtice were 


entruſted in his days. Be a0 now, therefore, 
0 ye kings, be infirufted ye judges of the earth. 


Serve the Lord with ¶ fear, and nejoice with 


trembling. I owe it to fome among you, 1 


owe it to our worthy Chief Magiſtrate to ac- 
knowledge, chat in the meaſures recommended 
by the Clergy of this city for the ſanctifica- 
tion of the Sabbath (chat great preſervative of 
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religion with all its morals,) and for the ſap- 
 Þ Mon of the abuſes of which we complained, 
he has given us the moſt determined counte- 
. "nance, and the moſt cheerful ' ſupport. Let 
| me exhort- him, this day, to continue, to re- 
double his exertions, In the happy effects thav 
muſt follow to the Society to which hh. is 4 on” 
warmly attached, he will find a recompenoce 
Rec approbation, any praiſe of mins 


45 
5 'To you, Scan; tos Bibs the balom | 
of your families, and the peaccable purfaits:of 
your ſeveral occupations, have been driven to 
d take up arms, by theſe diſturbers of the world, 
I aud addreſs a few conchuding words. Ii 
Among the 1 important objects which your ſo e- 
reign and your country have called upon vun 
to defend, and for which you have ſo cheat- 
fully and gallantly aſſociated, remember chat 
your religion holds ja primary rank. Would 
1 it be becoming 58 even as men af fait, 
liberal and honeſt minds, to appear ſo for- 
ward and earneſt in protecting what, by your 
daily practice, you ſhould feem to Uiſregard:? 
Could you account for the manifeſt incongru- 
ny of being ready and 3 to Hazard 


tons 
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ee) 20 
your nes for the preſervati6n of what you 
ſhould appear to outrage by your conduct and 

_ -diſcountenance by your example? What haſt 
. thou 10 do, ſays God to the avicked, to declare my 
- flatutes, or ibat thou. Jpouleft take my covenant in 
thy mouth ? A life of impiety and arreligion. 
(would. now have this additional guilt and 


degradation, in you, that it would diſgrace 


the: canſe you have undertaken, and belye one 
of che principal motives by which you are ſup- 
poſed to have been influenced, in the brave 
and generous part you are acting. All that is 
good, and virtuous, and pious among your bre- 
tren expect better things from you. They will 
rejoice, they will bethankful to you while they 
vitneſs yourefforts to acquire that diſcipline, that 
may give greater efficacy to your courage, and 
add kill to ſtrength; but they conjure you, by 
my voice, not to acquire that diſcipline at the 
expence of religion, or the neglect of the pub- 
lic worſhip of God. They conjure you to 
animate and encourage them, as well by appear- 
ing with them in the courts of the' Lord's Houſe, 
and in the place that is called by his name, as by 
your military array, and the diſplay of your 
arms in their ſtreets, Come with them into 
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the preſence of the Lord if Bb Ho os, and zo bere * 5 


loves to. be entrtated, to implore his bleſſing on 
your arins, and they will behold with un- 
alloyed ſatisfaction your advancement in the 
Practice and the uſe of them. Teach them, by 
what they ſhall ſee in yourſelves, to rely on 
your having the giver of all victory for your 
help, and give them not reaſon to fear, leſt, 


| ſhould the hour of trial come, and the ſword 
with which you have girded yourſelves, ſhould 
require to be drawn, your iniquities Svould ſeparate 


betweeen you and your God, and your fi 5 ns hide his 
25 from ou. 


Why tives 1. in all that I have aid to you, 


my beloved brethren, dwelt ſo much on the 
externals of religion? To what purpoſe have 
_ I fo ſtrenubuſly preſſed upon you the outward 


attentions and decencies which it commands? 


I have done it becauſe a contempt and neglect 
of theſe externals is a ſtrong proof of a 


total want of that inward ſpirit, of which 


they are but the expreſſion; and that in their, 


very nature, and from their neceſſary influence 
both on ourſelves and the public, they are ſtrong 
indications of approaching general apoſtacy.— 
I have done it, becauſe if once we could hope 
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to FA a viſible reform amongſt us all, on 
thoſe points, we might alſo hope to perceive 
daily encreaſing manifeſtations of the influ- 
ence of Chriſtianity on our lives and morals, 
without which no reform can be effectual 
either to the gracious deſigns of God upon us, 
or to the purpoſes of ſociety. Without this, 
it is in vain for us to expect, that the deliver- _ 
ance over which we rejoice, can be permanent s 
or final; Perſiſting in the courſe that has 
drawn God's chaſtiſements on others, can we 
hope to be exempt from them? Think of him, ai], 
or not; be inſenſible or awake to his menaces, be | 
mindful or forgetful of his mercies and deliver- 
- ances, he will gill prove himſelf the Ruler ofthe [| 
World. The blow may only be ſuſpended.— Iba 
arm that averted it may withdraw its ſupport, | 
and thoſe dangers, from which God alone hath 
at preſent reſcued us, may again affail us, $4 
when be will no longer. be entreated. Our very | | 
praiſes and thankſgivings may be an aggrava- yy 
tion of our guilt in his ſight. Praiſe is comsly. | 
or the upright. But ãt is comely, it is becoming , 
the. upright alone. To aſcribe our deliver- 
ance to Providence, while we continue to live 
as if we neither acknowledged its power nor * 
reverenced its proceedings, is mocherp, ai i in- 
ſult. It would be ſo from man to man. 
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bearance and long-ſuffering. We will remember 


Publ hed by the fame AUTHOR, and frinted by 


I. A Sermon preached for the benefit of the Sunday School! 


II. A Sermon creathed 5 in the Pariſh- Church of 8 
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But we vill. not de 72 2 the riches. of bis PID, 


1 


that he is full of compaſſion ; that many a time 


turns he his anger away, and does not flir up al! 


bis wrath. We will forſake the iniquities that 1 55 
may ſeparate between us and him, that ſo we maꝓyy 
So" hope to find Bim our e in time ef 9 
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MuM. x ATSON od SON, Mer, 7, Capet: Nereet. 15. 


at Roſcommon, on Sunday 28th February, F708: 


on Friday 19th April 1793, being the Day appointed for 
the General Faſt. 5 : 


III. A Sermon preached in the Church of Longford; 
on 28th February 1794, 975 the Day e for + 
the General Faſt. | 


IV. The Charge of the Right Reer Thomas * 
Lord Biſhop of Oſſory, to the Clergy of his Ones. | 
his Primary Viſitation, 1795. (SY 


V. be Charge of the Right Reverend Thomas 1 
Lord Biſhop of Oſſory, to the Clergy of his e | 
his A Viſitation Lage: 5 | 
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